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drinks and placed them close to the sleeper's nostrils.
Then they retired to a place which was out of the
draught and awaited results.

But this plan had little effect. Kumbhakarna
stirred slightly as if the pleasant odours had reached
him in his dream, but the depth of his slumber was
in no way disturbed. Then the messengers anointed
liis huge limbs with oil of sandal-wood. They
sounded brazen trumpets in his cavernous ears. They
shouted, clapped their hands, and leapt heavily upon
his couch.

But Kumbhakarna slept and snored.

Next they brought camels and asses and elephants,
and lashed them till they ran round the room grunting
and hee-hawing and trumpeting with a tumult that
was heard all over the town of Lanka.

But Kumbhakarna slept and snored.

So some of the messengers pulled his hair;
others pinched or pummelled him ; one bit his
thumb ; others hammered him with heavy mallets
and clubs; a few leapt upon his body and ran
races over him from head to heel and back again.

But Kumbhakarna slept and snored.

Then they tried a new plan. They brought to
the palace a crowd of the most beautiful singing
girls in Lanka, and these maidens, clasping hands,
danced round the prostrate form of the slumberer,
singing softly all the while, bending now and again
to whisper in the sleeper's ear, and occasionally
breaking into the gentlest of laughter, which sounded
like the tinkling of silver bells. Of course in their